
Let’s meet: 
Roger Hides, Minster at St Andrew’s 
Roger, 53, is married to Sara and has thee children, boys aged 21, 17 and 15 – the eldest son 
married in 2009 and the other two live with their parents in the Manse, Bilston Street, Sedgley, 
immediately opposite the Church, which has been their home for the past 5 years now. 
 
Roger’s not always been a Minister!  Before that, h e was an accountant in London for 6 
years.  That’s quite a change – how did it come abo ut? 
“I’d always gone to Church,” explains Roger, “and had been a local preacher.  However, then I 
realised that God was calling me to go into full-time Ministry and I studied in Cambridge for three 
years as preparation.” 
 
Roger began his Ministry in North Manchester, where he served for 5 years, before moving to 
South Wales, where he spent a further 5 years.  After a successful – and enjoyable – Sabbatical 
in Canada, the family moved ‘across the pond’ to live in Ontario, where Roger served as a 
Minister for 7 years before moving to Sedgley in 2005.   
 
Why did Roger and his family move to Sedgley? 
“Quite simply, I felt that it was God’s plan” says Roger.  “It also felt ‘right’ to be moving to a united 
Church (which St Andrew’s is, being both Methodist and United Reformed), having also served in 
a united Church in Canada.” 
 
How does Roger see the role of the Minister at St A ndrew’s? 
“Well, contrary to popular belief, Ministers don’t just work on Sundays!” he jokes.  “Seriously, I 
see the role of the Minister as being to encourage – and facilitate – the life of the Church: so 
much that goes on within St Andrew’s – and there’s a lot that goes on here! – is self-directed, ie it 
doesn’t need me there, as a Minister, to steer or lead it, but it’s my role to support all of the 
various activities which are an important part of Church and community life.” 
 
How would Roger describe St Andrew’s to someone who ’d never been there before?  
What’s it like as a Church? 
“Well, that all depends on the person’s previous experience and expectations,” he says.  “We’re 
often described as being a friendly and relaxed Church.  Are we ‘formal’ or ‘informal’? – well, that 
depends on the type of Church (and Worship) that people are used to!  All I’d say is: ‘Come along 
and see!’ – everyone, of all ages, is assured of a warm welcome! 
“Worship can vary,” continues Roger. “Sometimes it’s a structured Service, following the familiar 
pattern, at other times we can try something different.  I’m keen to encourage people to embrace 
change and to give other forms of Worship a go.” 
Elsewhere on our website you’ll find details of Church Services, etc.  Roger makes special 
mention of the healing Services, which take place on alternate months, either in morning or 
evening Worship.  “These take place as part of the normal Church Service,” says Roger, “and 
people can come to ask (and pray) for healing for themselves or others. Of course, if people are 
unable to come to Church, then I’m happy to visit them at home.” 
 
“This is very much what the life of a Minister is about,” continues Roger, “being there for people 
and families at the good times, and the bad.  As a Church, we are keen to offer help whenever 
people need it: if we can’t provide the help someone is looking for, we will hopefully be able to 
support them in finding what’s required.”     
 
Roger obviously has a vision for the future of St A ndrew’s and summarises: 
“ I am keen for St Andrew’s to become even more a Church for all ages,” says Roger, “and for it 
to be an increasingly important part of the community.”       
 
We’ve heard about Roger as a Minister and his visio n for St Andrew’s – what else is there 
to know? 



Well, music plays a big part in Roger’s life, not only at Church!  He plays a variety of instruments, 
including cello, piano and guitar, and is a keen singer.  As a member of the Wolverhampton 
String Orchestra, Roger frequently performs in concerts.  With regard to sport, Roger used to be 
a keen rower when he lived in Cambridge, but unfortunately there’s not too much opportunity for 
that in Sedgley! 
The family have a cottage in mid Wales, where Roger has been known to practice a little DIY!    
     
 
   
 


